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Mr, Janes J. Borry, Cormissioner 
Derartr:ant of Public Welfere 
Ststa Fouse Annex 
Conconl, hew Uanpshire | 


Res Leon and. Edith Woodus Closed O;AA Derry 
Dear Mr. Barrys . | | 
This is in reply to your letter of 
Feseuary 13, 1958, requesting tho opinion of this office as to the 
effoctiveness of certain provisions contained in wills executed by 
the above namod in protecting any subsequent claia of the State for 
additional reimbursement for old ape assistance previously granted. 


Zach will contains tho following 
cleuso: "It 4s my will that all my just debts be paid, which debts 
chall incluclo my debt to the Stete of New Hampshire Departzent of 
Public Velf-ro." From your letter it appears that certain real 
estate omed by Er. and Mrs, Woodus was sold under en arrangemsnt 
viisreby your Department reescived partial reimbursement and that the 
recinionts were permitted to retain the sum of $3,500 which has been 
dex: osited 4n a Joint bonk accovnt. You b:uve advised us that state- 
merts hove been signed ty ccch of the rscipionts and filed with the 
bers to the effect that no change will be made in the account with- 
out the concurrence of your Departrent. 


I cathor — your Letter that with- 
drawals by Mr. or Meo. Woodus do not require your concurrence, /Al- 
thoucsh no other name can be added to tho existing account without the 
concurrence of your Department we sce nothing to prevont either of the 
recipicnts fron withdrawing the entire proceeds of the account and make 
such disposition thereos as he or sho may desire. 
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Me. James J, Barry, Commissioner | 
| 


Your specifie inguiry is whether or 
not the provisions in the will for the payment of your clain will 
Snsuro collection of any balance of your claim in the event of the 
de-th ef both recipients before the entire $3,500 has beon withdrawne 
Irrespective of the language contained in the wills it is our opinion 
that your Dopartment is protected subject to the priority of claims 
provided therein by FSA 267313. which provides thats 


N.. . « On the de:zth of a-reoiplent of old age 
assistance or aid to the permanently and totally 
disabled, the tetc1 auount of ‘assistance paid 
unier this ehsptcr or RSA 161 ichall be allowed 
as a claim ofainst the estate of such person aftor 
payzent of the expenses of administration, the 
necessary charres for the burial of tho decessed 
and the payment of clains for |the last sickness 
of tho deceased. « « oe" | 
We do, however, belisve that it was wise to incorporate tho provisions 
proviously referred to in each of the soodus' wills. ; -° 4 


Vory truly YOurs, 
| 
| 
Oeorge T. Ray, Jre 
Ascistant |Attorney Generel 
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